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2. Within the patellite program the most controversial 





oe 2 iters involves the continuation of the §Perogzam. Th heuld give eh 
visu #ilghaly hisaer resolution, apy reximately in the ratte of 10' as cornpared a 


i}, A COMOR-NPIC stay of reaolution raquired to cover 
rily targeta indieates that this dagrae of iroprovement iv probably — 
sinal value in that the present CORONA-M system bs quite 
ne, ofactory for all survey purpesss and nelthes system adecuata for 
'. geghatcal iateiligencs. °. They ste ls capable of carrying twice 
the fim fectags of the present MM ao that in apite of the greater coat 
3¢ haf it should be slightly cheaper oa @ dollar por square mile 
masts (agorenimately .$) pot successfal lewuch. However, tis CORCNA-M 
gyejcaiis of grovan reilability and sven assuming quite optimistic 
learcing corvesa for bh which has not had a success to dato, It is 
unlixsly thai any economy could reenit from ths systomuntilatter 0... 
2, 1905. Tras development of the J varsion of tha. OROMA-M system ee are 
oe wegult double the filre enpscity and provide the very attractive feature te 
> af dual capsule retura 69 that it ie cleerly saperior ta t on every oe 
22. gan other, tan the marginal difference fn theoretical rasclution. — oy iad 








eh 3, In view of these factors, it is universally agreed that 
. < wo longeterm commitments should be’ made for thof> 224 the only 
cuestion that temaing is whether th should be cancelled out-ricght or 
whether a few of the systems which have alroady been procured (3 to 5) : 
. ehoula be fired in order to dotermine how useful the system is and recoup ns 
i pome of the funds that bave already been sunk into this prograts. ia on 
decision iz made to fire 3 and cancel the rest of the program now, this . 
would {nvolve the expenditurs of about. }; However, ifthe. = 
< decision on cancellation of the remaining 2 were held up until after the 
third firing, thea the net coat would be } If the entire program ~~ 
waa cancelled out-right, then would bo saved, Ibis my — Be ih 
undecstanding that the techaical gain, rom determining the effectiveness © *- 
; of thdacsera system is sorsowhat marginal since it docs not have © 
* waaeh application to other aystems under development. .. In view of this, oo 
l would recommend that th © cancelled out-right and that the funds 
saved be put inte cther programe which have greater potential valuc, 
At ths very vacet I helleva that 3 additional flights should be authorized 
with the caderetanding that the decision to proceed would be reconsidered Bee ee 
after cach@BBWaunch. 6:90 oe ese 
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4. The other major cucstion tn ths satellite program 
revolves on the desirability of continuing with LANYARD, This is an - 
interim system designed to give 5t to 6! resolution with the object of 
having some capability for techaical intelligence matil ae 
CED »2< 02: eyailabie. Whila the LANYARD system is onthe =” 
Sordsrline of providing technical Intelligence material even theoreticaly ~~ 
and while it ls quite a complicated syztom, I balkeve on balances one 
gadcld proeeed with this program aince thers ia a definite possibility of 
cas slip2aze with and the expevience of operating LANYARD milgat 
* |. be ot valoe ce RR oon However, Ihbelisve SS ; 
oi ghouid ba allowed to Interisve with the prosecution of th 
+ pyogram which I consider of Righest priority. In this connection a 
‘.  deeision has recently teen made to change to @ water-recovery 
yyies similar to CORONA, and this should ereaey simplify and increaus 
the reliability of the system. 













5. . The aateliite sYoOgTamM is a relatively modest but 
“> broad aad useful program, It was prepared as a combined effort of he Rees 
Jani NSA, AF, Navy and CIA personnel with of our. doinga © 24 Ng 
“. . Jarge share of the spade work, The Agency has no specific responsibility tag a 
in this area othor than to provide technical assistance and advice.- cS 
We do feel that it is quite a reasonable program which is aimed primarily 
.. at obtaining intelligence on Sovist anti-ballistic missile systexs and 
_,¢2 @ecosdarlly on radar as deployed deep in the Soviet interior, I 
scommend that you approve this PECREOr ; : na 
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é&.- The three atrcra® eyaterns ars all gader CIA management, + ea 
n& I beliave on the whole nca-controveraial.: -Development-wiss tha. 
cain elias? in the IDEALIST programa is ts develop | countermeasures | 
wi yateication aide 90 as to prolong the life of the U-2 with increasing: : 
Slave cot of SAB! s throughout the world, “The only major problem - 
Helative cy tha OXCART program involves the surfacing of the RB-X° = 
a a. tad extraordinarily difficult problem of developing mane mS 
Sore pice will aeeure the safety aud hopefully the lack of detection 
x. .ogatt, thereby gormittiag & political oleae to proceed with | 
eet of Baviet territory . : Soon: 
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rigeions are no$ warranted but that the vehicle offers great potential 
fox obtaining critleal (ntelligence on the dotails of operation of SAMO 
' systema and possibly MIG-Zl's. The development of a quartor- 

scale OXGART drone ie, in my opiaion, very controverisal. An 
uvaivation of the proposal {6 attached hersto aa Tab B... I would 
recommend that only the initial study and model phase be approved 
at this thos and that tae ieee peveren be Tecons lloras when this has 
been completed. ca ee 








7 : “ia ee to the specific collection systems, the NRO 
ig rasoonzible for oracessing tha take. An arrangament haa been 
worked cut whereby thd AP end CLA focilities atQwil be 





carn ined ander CLA‘ managernent and up-dated to process initially all of the a 


— Bigh-quality material and prepara dusee far NP1C-community uze.. 

: Cath onel large-ecale production of dupes for other customsra will ba 
. caved out by the AP facility st Westover, The CIA part of this effort 
.. is carsiod ag a lige item In ite part of tha NRO program and ic 

 Ptas cate ia light of the anticipated requizements, . NSA has the prime 
ey for saalysis af the SIGINT taka, but SAC tx going a paate 
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- CovERT SATELLITE SYSTEM.” 





Included in the NRO program is a project for the developiraent 
of a truly covert satellite reconnaissance system, Tho develop- 
. ment of this capability was approved by the NSC at the ond of 
tt June, but at BOB intercession the President concurred that 
cua activities should initially be Limited to studies, Such studios 
have been under way for many months and hopefully will 
reach the point where docisiona on systems’ feasibility couid 
be made during the Winter. At this time it is not possible to 
say whether it will then be possible to select & specific system 
for development which would, as a coasequence, involve fairly 
larje sums of monay in PY 1954, or whathar further research 
will be required, Furthermore, the requirement for such a 
system will, of course, depend on the degree of success which 
we are achieving in establishing the legitimacy of satellite : 
reconnaissance.” I personally bolisve that this legitimacy is > 
still sufficiently uncertain that considerable priority should 
be attached to development of a truly covert launch system, 
Lam, therefore, personally more inclined to put greater Po eee 
‘funding in the FY 1964 budget than Dr. Charyx. The Bureau Pin on: 
of the Budget for reasons which are not clear to me seems ek 
_t6 be rather strongly opposed to such & development. 
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